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An Apology Poem: can be humorous (such as sarcastically apologizing for something 
you’re actually glad you did) or very sensitive and genuine (such as apologizing to a 
friend or loved one for hurting them).   
 
 
 
 
 
 

To Myself 
by Arik Durfee 

 
 

I’m sorry for not living up to your expectations. 
I know how disappointing that must be. 

 
I’m sorry for beating you up over insignificant mistakes. 

I know how insecure that makes you feel. 
 

I’m sorry for biting off more than I can chew. 
I know how much stress that must cause you. 

 
I’m sorry for keeping you up so late at night. 

I know how miserable it makes you in the morning. 
 

I’m sorry for being such a social klutz. 
I know how awkward it makes you feel. 

 
I’m sorry for livings so much in the future. 

I know how difficult that makes it for you to enjoy life. 
 

I’m sorry for making rash decisions. 
I know that you’re the one who has to pay the consequences. 

 
 

I’m trying to do better. 
Please be patient with me. 
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(kler-i-hyoo) 

 
A four-line rhymed verse that describes a person. 

It was invented by and named after Edmund Clerihew 
Bently, a British detective writer 

 
The Formula is this: 

 
Line 1:  The Person’s name 
Line 2:  Rhymes with the first line  
Line 3 and 4: Rhyme with each other 
 
 

 
 

 
Ode to the English Professor 

 
Rod Keller 

Is a nice feller. 
He’s really quite mellow 

With his paper that’s yellow. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jessica Jeppson 



Betsey West 
Eng 430 
Brother Keller 
March 2005 
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Definition 
 

Everyday phrases, or exaggerations, people use in conversation to let others know what 
something or someone is like. 
 

Examples 

1. Looking at the world through rose colored glasses. 
Meaning: Having a positive outlook on life  

2. Go fly a kite. 
Meaning: Get lost  

3. It's so hot outside you could fry an egg on the sidewalk. 
Meaning: It’s a very hot day.  

4. A wolf in sheep’s clothing. 
Meaning: Someone bad person who disguises themselves as good. 

5. She's walking on cloud nine. 
Meaning: She is elated.   

6. He works like a dog. 
Meaning: He is persistent and gets the job done. 

 
Since she’s walking on cloud nine 
She looking at the world through rose colored glasses 
Even though it’s so hot outside you could fry and egg on the sidewalk. 
Usually she works like a dog  
But since she met that wolf in sheep’s clothing 
She has neither rhyme nor reason. 



Alison Williams 
English 430/Section 1 
Brother Keller 
March 4, 2005 
 

CCCooolllooorrr   PPPoooeeemmmsss   
 
 
 
 
Students begin each line of their poems with a color. The same color may be repeated in 
each line, or a different color may be used (Koch 1970).  
 

   
   
   

RRReeeddd   aaasss   aaannn   aaappppppllleee,,,   
OOOrrraaannngggeee   aaasss   aaa   sssuuunnnssseeettt,,,    

YYYeeellllllooowww   aaasss   aaa   pppeeetttaaalll   ooonnn   aaa   ffflllooowwweeerrr,,,    
GGGrrreeeeeennn   aaasss   fffrrreeessshhh   cccuuuttt   gggrrraaassssss,,,    

BBBllluuueee   aaasss   dddeeeeeeppp   wwwaaattteeerrr,,,    
PPPuuurrrpppllleee   aaasss   fffiiinnnsss   ooonnn   aaa   fffiiissshhh,,,   

TTThhheeessseee   aaarrreee   nnnaaatttuuurrreee’’’sss   rrraaaiiinnnbbbooowwwsss,,,   



Creating Word 
 

Definition:  Make up a word and create a poem either 
describing it or defining it. 

 
 

 
 
 

Disalgebrexia 
 

You’ve heard of dyslexia; 
The disease of the brain. 

You’ve heard of anorexia; 
The eating disorder plain. 

 
But disalgebrexia is a disease 
That plagues many students 
In algebra that say: “Please! 

Help my ignorance!” 
 

The inability to learn algebra 
Is something we’ve all felt. 

Hopefully we can find a cure 
Before our brains all melt! 
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Diamantes is a flexible form of poetry for student writers.  Personal topics that 
may be difficult to cover in other forms are easier to cover with diamantes.  The material 
the poem covers helps reduce the intimidation that may occur because of the structure of 
the poem.   

 
 
 

The Addiction 
 

24 
Fast  Intense 

Running shooting hiding searching 
will always be long 

Understanding Listening Considering 
Calm  Confused 

1 
 

 



Nancy Harvey 
English 430 
Bro. Keller 
March 4, 2005 
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Scott Allen 
3/6/2005 
Teaching English 
Bro. Keller 
Poetry Sheet 
 

Free-Form Poetry 
 

In free-form poems, the author puts words and phrases together to express a thought or 
tell a story, without concern for rhyme, meter, or other patterns. 
 
Reflection While on a Snowmobile 
by Scott Allen  
 
Golden aspens, 
maples, 
and black wood 
enlightened 
by the late day warmth. 
Peeking through 
wisps 
of the old mountain’s beard and hair. 
Something dark 
dwells inside these halls 
and paints 
spots 
throughout the range- 
Pockets of cold 
color blind 
dark- 
Shades of a time 
soon to fall. 
Evening and sunset 
are to come. 
But now 
I am  
the watcher, you could say, 
the onlooker 
to the dying days of the 
sun’s mountain kingdom. 
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Mike Cherniske 

Bother Keller 

If I Were in Charge of the World 
 

 Students write poems in which they describe what they would do f they could 

change the world.  Judith Viorst’s poem “If I were in charge of the world” is the model 

for this poetic form. Kids are usually eager to imagine their perfect world.  This poetic 

form is usually free verse. 

 

If I were in charge of the world 

By Mike Cherniske 

  If I were in charge of the world 

  Movies would be a requirement like church, 

  Steak really is what would be for dinner, 

  And comic books would be the new text books. 

  If I were in charge, or when, if all goes well (Evil laugh), 

  My wife’s job wouldn’t suck, I would find a good one 

  And they would both pay per effort, not hour. 

  My mom and I would get along, 

  My dad might be a little cooler 

  And all my siblings would want to be like me. 

  If I were in charge, bad days would be gone 

  And be replaced by “semi-good” days.  After all, 

  Even in a perfect world, we need a little bit of contrast. 



Darlene Pomerantz 
March 4, 2005 
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Josh Wallace 
English 430 
Brother Keller 
Poetry Anthology 
 

“I used to…/But now…” 
 

In this form of poetry every odd line begins with the words “I used to,” and every even 
line with the words “But now.”  This is used to contrast what was known to what has 
been learned, or past actions with present actions. 
 

 
 

What She Teaches Me 
 

I used to think you beautiful, 
But now I think you beauty. 

I used to contrast you to love, 
But now I compare love to you. 
I used to just say “You I love,” 

But now I know you love me too. 



Alicia Mickelsen                                                                                             
Brother Keller 
English 430                                                                                                                         
March 2, 2005 
 
 
 

“I Wish” Poems                                           
 

To begin an “I Wish” poem start each line of your poem with the words “I Wish” and 
then complete the line with a wish. 
 

I wish that I could fly 
I wish I had a million dollars 
I wish I was done with school 

I wish I didn’t have to clean my home 
I wish I could get straight A’s                           

I wish I was never hungry 
I wish I was in the Caribbean 

 
After that experience choose one of your wishes and expand on the idea in several more 
lines. 
 
 

I Wish 
 

I wish that I could fly 
I would fly around the world 

I would never have to walk or drive again 
I would never feel exhausted at the end of the day 

I would visit my family every week 
Maybe tonight I will get my wish 
While I’m asleep, freely dreaming 

Flying 
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Melina Vaughn 
English 430 – Bro. Keller 
March 4, 2005 
 
 
Picture Poem 
 
Definition – When a picture or photograph or painting is used to inspire the writing of a 
poem, or when a picture is used to illustrate, visually, the meaning of the poem.  Useful 
for students who are more literal minded, and are concerned more with the outward 
appearance of things. 
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